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ROVIDED— 


By a monumental majority the Party 
as taken its momentous decision. 
Henceforth, though there is a Tory 
arty and a Tory policy, too, there is 
o Tory Government. Though there 
s a Labour Party and a Labour policy, 
here is no Labour Government either. 
Cabinet of all the talents detaches 
tself from Party, though with the bles- 
ings of them both (and of the lesser 
ry), and coalesces for one purpose and 
ne purpose only. 

When the Flood came the elephant 
nd the flea went into the ark together, 
nd behaved themselves. When the 
rest fires burn lion and lamb share 
e river brink. When guns are heard 

Dover politicians put by their 
litics. They go to nature for a 
sson. 

So be it. And let nobody suppose 
bour came lightly to its decision. 
e lamb is.not inside the lion yet, nor 
e think does it intend to be. 
Yesterday’s decision would have been 
nthinkable six months ago, or a 
onth ago. And when Conference 
et not a few of the delegates hadn’t 
mvinced themselves. Our Party, 
ilt’ with such loving care and un- 
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O-MORROW: | 
WE LIVE 


We keep alive to-day! 


grudging sacrifice, is indeed a precious 
heritage. Was history to repeat itself? 
Was our great edifice to Socialism so 
soon to be a _ sacrifice to the war? 
Would we have need, or strength and 
faith, to begin all over anew? Again, 
oh Lord, how long? 

Deep down in the hearts of many 
delegates those questionings came. The 
platform knew of them; Attlee did, too. 
It would be a crime indeed were it 
otherwise; for our teachings for 20 
years, nay, for 40, point another way. 
Every delegate, majority as well as 
minority, knew the risks, and in 
responsible mood and with deliberation 
the Conference took them. It saw no 
other course. 

So to business. And “business” for 
the “L.O.” is the busyness of Local 
Parties, and not participation in Party 
Policy, to spiel or otherwise. In the 
calm of these pages readers may rest 
from Party conflict and recuperate, still 
finding therein courage and consola- 
tion, and guidance on the road to 
Victory. 

The Home Front is the Party’s his- 
toric battlefield. No hatchet on that 
field has yet been buried, nor we ven- 


66 THE LABOUR ORGANISER. 


ture can there be till we have built 
Jerusalem in England’s green and 
pleasant land. Conference made that 
much clear also: 


So on we march to battle, 
With souls that shall not rest 
Until the world God gave us 
Is by the world possessed; 
And, filled by perfect manhood 
In beauty it shall move— _ 
One heart, one home, one nation, 
Whose king and lord is love. 


* * * 


There is no one with any real know- 
ledge of our Party who would so 
deceive himself as to urge that the 
Conference vote is reflected to the same 
degree in the Local Parties. To justify 
this statement one need only say that 
minorities in the Trade Unions don’t 
all appear in any vote, and the big 
votes therefore are occasionally decep- 
tive. 


NO TRUCE ON THE HOME FRONT 


But it is less controvertible that it is 
common knowledge that the active 
spirits in the. Local Parties contain a 
higher percentage of real pacifists than 
the Unions. Still more important is the 
fact that the bogus pacifism or peace 
gestures of Communists and their allies 
is more vocal in the constituencies. The 
one section is to be respected, the other 
one is to be fought. Labour Party 
pacifists will not break with the Party, 
or only a percentage of them may do 
so; but this other have no such loyalty. 
Let Local Parties beware. 


Another point to make clear is that 
Conference has not endorsed any poli- 
tical truce in the sense of cessation of 
Party work on the Home Front. Some 
effort will be slowed down for other 
and special reasons, but the full main- 
tenance of Party machinery, and 
normal Party activities, as far as they 
are possible in war conditions, and the 
present emergency, is not only 
expected, but most devoutly to be 
desired. 

We call the attention of our readers 
to our article on the General Election. 
Who knows what unholy row may 
develop ere this Government is three 
months old? If the guns are not car- 
ried into the Cabinet room, they have 
got to be ready on the rack. We ask 
in certitude that there is no answer but 
one—where would Labour be if it 
scrapped, or allowed its machinery to 


rust for three months, if then a politi- 
cal crisis arose? 


These remarks are addressed to 
Local Party friends who might mis- 
read the facts, and draw wrong conclu- 
sions. We ask, too, what force or 
power or influence have those Labour 
Ministers got but depends upon the 
might of our machine and the strength 
of our Local Parties? 


LOCAL PARTIES’ TASKS 


It is therefore incumbent on all Party 
officers and members not only to pre- 
serve, but to strengthen, the Party. 
Don’t neglect regular meetings. Don’t 
lose members. Don’t slacken the col- 
lection of contributions. Don’t neglect 
literature. Don’t be afraid of propa- 
ganda. Don’t split on the issues that 
have been decided. Above all, don’t 
slacken any activity unless war circum- 
stances compel it. 


During the next few months a terrific 
responsibility rests on Local Parties to 
distinguish Labour policy from the 
others, even from Coalition policy. 
Though the prosecution of the war is 
the almost sole concern of the Labour 
Ministers, the Party and they, too, are 
pledged to a satisfactory Peace, and a 
New World that the public does not 
yet grasp, nor cannot grasp in a hasty 
hour of triumph. There is work, much 
work and honourable work to be done 
The Local Parties, without their great 
“national” speakers, must take in hanc 
that job, and do it. Z 


It is inevitable that during the nex 
few months the difficulties of Loca 
Parties will increase. There is actually 
more to do, and at first sight less man 
power and less resources for the needs 
Differences of opinion, too, say some: 
but surely not, if our conclusions above 
stated are right. Isn’t to-day’s wor! 
maintenance work, preparatory work 
Socialist work that ought to lesser 
those differences? : 


_ And here are two suggestions. Call 
ing up, and war work, are betwee 
them going to take many collectors an 
many officers.. We answer { 


MOBILISE THE RESERVES ~ 


5 
Years ago, when big membershi 
began, and when the need for mor 
and more active workers became in 
creasingly apparent, we advocated an 
saw successfully accomplished the 
ing of a “census of willing workers 
among the rank and file of member: 
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This method was tried out also at elec- 
tions, the idea being that a list of 
activities was presented to members 
along with a suitable letter, and mem- 
bers were invited to volunteer for such 
services as they could perform. In 
many cases the result was surprisingly 
good; persons who had never before 
been asked for service came along wil- 
lingly and the whole process acted as 
an education to members on the nature 
of Party work and gave the remotest 
and shyest individual the chance to 
perform. In few cases did this method 
fail to achieve something, and we had 
practical illustrations given us of where, 
after the elimination of doubtful or 
useless promises, the volume of pro- 
mised effort was tremendous. 


We advocate this method for the pre- 
sent crisis. Let us take the rank and 
file into. confidence; appeal to our 
people for the man-power we want and 
give them the opportunity to serve. In 
short, we advocate the raising of a 
body of 


LABOUR PARTY EMERGENCY 
VOLUNTEERS 


We are certain that, used with com- 
mon sense and discretion, the method 
we have suggested will strengthen the 
Local Parties and replace lost person- 
nel. Again, we say, mobilise the 
reserves! 

Our second suggestion deals with 
Finance. Despite all the efforts of 
collectors, we foresee a general drop in 
income from individual members. It 
began with the war and as recruitment 
proceeds the drop in income is bound 
to be felt more and more. This finan- 
cial problem must be faced, for with it 
there is also the curtailment of other 
sources of income from social efforts, 
etc., only partly set off by economies. 


In an earlier issue we advised our 
Local Parties to get closer in touch 
with the Trade Unions, and we pointed 
out that during the war the latter’s 
resources would tend to increase while 
our purely political contributions might 
decrease. We suggested closer con- 
tact with the Unions and an attempt 
to make the branches realise that we 
had a new problem and to come to our 
assistance. We strongly advocate that 
Local Parties should frankly put any 
financial difficulties due to the war 
before the whole local movement. If 
we have lost, say, {50 in members’ 
‘contributions and another {£75 from 
social efforts, is not this fact the con- 


POLITICAL 
AGENT 


The London Co-operative 
Society, Ltd., Political 
Committee, invite applica- 
tions for the position of full- 
time Agent for a London 
Constituency. 
Salary—National Scale. 


Knowledge of the Co-op- 
erative Movement essential. 
Apply, stating age, quali- 
fications, experience, etc., 
together with two refer- 
ences, not later than 8th 
June, 1940, to :— 
“AGENT” 
L.C.S. Political Committee 
Pioneer House 
348-350 Grays Inn Rd. 
London, W.C.1 


cern of all sections and not the worry 
only of the few? 


We see no reason why in many con- 
stituencies special local conferences of 
Party members and Trade Union dele- 
gates should not be called to consider 
the Party’s new problems, i.e., these 
questions of personnel, of war finance, 
Party maintenance, election prepara- 
tion and propaganda. 

From this conference an appeal for 
money might go out, but until the 
problem and the need has been _ ex- 
plained no appeal is likely to be suc- 
cessful. These conferences and these 
appeals should in our opinion be taken 
on local initiative. And while we are 
about it, why not ask for sufficient 
man-power and sufficient money for 
the big job in front of us. Courage is 
called for; courage enough to face the 
facts of the difficulties ahead and to 
get over them. 

With this advice we conclude, for 
this issue, our review of the present 
situation. True, our hearts tells us 
“To-morrow we live,’ but our heads 
remind us that we must take care to 
keep alive to-day! 
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On the Home Front 


Our old friend, W. Stewart Rainbird, 
agent at East Ham North, some time 
ago prepared a series of notes for the 
discussion circle of the Women’s Sec- 
tions in that Division, the subject taken 
being “A Socialist View of Civilisa- 
tion.” So successful and interesting 
were these discussions that the notes 
have been enlarged into what is almost 
a pamphlet of eight thousand words, 
and Mr. Rainbird offers to make the 
matter, in duplicated form, available 
to other parties at the price of 6d. per 
copy. The notes are extraordinarily 
painstaking, and although we cannot 
agree with every conclusion, we find 
meat on every line, and this thoughtful 
matter certainly is worth the attention 
of secretaries and readers who want an 
unusual subject for study. 


The Annual Conference of Labour 
Women is this year to be held at 
Wallasey, Cheshire. The Conference is 
to be a two days’ affair, to take place 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, September 
17th and 18th. The Conference is 
bound to be one of very special interest, 
particularly in view of the fact that 
last year’s Conference at Harrogate 
was cancelled. The world has moved 
fast since last the women met. 


Dundee Trades and Labour Council 
have produced a handsome year book 
for 1940, consisting of 64 pages and 
cover. This production contains several 
interesting articles on matters of local 
civic concern and development, and 
an equally good series concerning the 
local Labour and Trade Union Move- 
ment. We compliment our friends 
upon their enterprise as well as upon 
the get-up and interest of the pamphlet 
itself, 


The League of Youth Summer School 
is this year to be held at Cloughton, 
about 15 minutes *bus journey from 
Scarborough. The date fixed is August 
ard-roth, and our readers are reminded 
that others besides League members 
are invited, it being realised that un- 
fortunately many parties have no 
League of Youth. The fee is 35/- for 
the week, and Local Parties may well 


consider making it possible for some 
of their young members to attend by 
giving awards for suitable work and 
services already rendered. Another 
suggestion is that Parties might offer a 
week at the school by way of a scholar- 
ship after test. It should be noted 
that there is a particular desire to en- 
courage the attendances of those in the 
age group of 16 to 21, though one does 
venture to suggest that a change of 
venue is desirable and should be made 
at an early date to avoid disappoint- 
ment. 


We note that the 25th Annual Con- 
ference of the Scottish Council is to be 
held on 21st September. We note with 
interest also that Mr. John Taylor, the 
new Scottish Secretary of the Party, is 
issuing a monthly letter to secretaries 
of D.L.P.’s and Local Parties, etc., and 
the contact secured thereby will doubt- 
less be of great value to all concerned, 


We see from the Ipswich “Forward” 
for April that the proposal by the Mili- 
tary to take over the hall and premises 
of the Gainsborough Labour Club and 
Social Institute met with many pro- 
tests and prompt action by those con- 
cerned. The Military action seemed 
quite unreasonable in view of the fact 
that there was vacant land adjoinin 
on which huts could have been erected, 
but eventually a settlement was arrived 
at whereby only the large hall was 
taken and the club is to have the use 
of this hall for social functions by 
arrangement in the evenings. That in 
some quarters advantage may be taken 
by some blunderers to deprive workers 
of their centre for recreation is at all 
times now a possible risk. The instance 
given above is an example to other 
quarters if they feel they are being un- 
justly dealt with. 


Aberavon D.L.P. has just sent out 
the first issue of “The Voice,” which is 
the organ of the Port Talbot Labour 
League of Youth. It is a modest little 
duplicated paper of 16 pages. It shows 
the right spirit, and our friends have 
sought to make their little paper inter- 
esting and effective; and they have 
succeeded. 


~ es ary 


A copy of the “Newton Citizen” 
Newton-le-Willows Division, Lancs.), 
ow before us contains a full report of 
he D.L.P. annual meeting. We have 
ften wondered why more of our local 
apers do not use their columns a little 
ore for this sort of thing, because a 
ale of their own activities would often 
more interesting than the dull pro- 
aganda articles some of them publish. 
Je note from the report that member- 
hip has been maintained and _ Sir 
obert Young certainly has an excel- 
ent Party to rely upon. 


Number 1 of the “Blackley Co-opera- 
ive Citizen” is to hand, and we are 
lad to see a revival of this sort. The 
aper is of eight pages and quite good 
ontents, the get-up being also good. 


LABOUR AGENTS’ ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 


The Annual Conference of the 
ational Union of Labour Organisers 
nd Election Agents took place at 
urnemouth on the 12th instant. 
The conference was presided over by 
r. R. Stanton (Chairman), and not- 
ithstanding cancelled excursions and 
urrent alarums, there was a good 
uster of members. 

The conference digested an excep- 
ionally interesting Executive report, 
hich spoke of intensive activities 
uring the year and particularly during 
e war. This and the report of the 
abour Organiser were ultimately 
nanimously accepted. 

The conference discussed a_resolu- 
on bearing on the preparation of a 
ew and up-to-date Register of 
lectors. This is commented on else- 
here, and was carried nem. con. A 
tion to approach another Trade 
nion for the purposes of being taken 
er by same was rejected by an 
erwhelming vote, the members being 
viously satisfied that their present 
ganisation represents them in a truly 
rade Union sense and _ caters 
lequately for a unique occupation. 
The elections of officers (for which 
re were no contests) resulted as 
Hows : — 


President: Councillor J. Barefoot, 
J.P. (Woolwich). 

Chairman: Mr. R. Stanton (Hackney 
North). 

Vice-Chairman: Alderman J. W. 
Foster (Durham). 
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Political Agent 
Wanted 


ROYTON DIVISION 


Must be certificated and 
had experience in charge 
of Parliamentary Elections 
and not of military age. 
Standard rate and condi- 
tions. Appointment made 


in consultation with 
N.E.C. of Labour Party. 
Apply, with copies of 
two recent testimonials, 
not later than first post 
Sat., June Ist, to 


FRANK EVANS, (Chairman) 
Lyngarth, Ashfield Lane 
MILNROW, Lancs. 


Secretary and Treasurer: Mr. H. 
Drinkwater. 

Auditors: Councillor R. Montford, 
|B C. Cr Nins Ga Can lones: 


The Party Organisers gathered 
together again the next evening for the 
purposes of a most enjoyable social 
arranged by the London agents. Mr. 
Morgan Phillips acted as M.C., and a 
long evening was full of enjoyment 
from start to finish. : 


Mr. J. P. M. Millar, General Secre- 
tary, National Council of Labour 
Colleges, writes in the Daily Herald as 
follows. : 

“Many Labour meeting-rooms, as a 
result of the hurried black-out arrange- 
ments, were badly ventilated last 
winter. Some seemed to have no 
ventilation, except when the door was 
opened. 

“This has a bad effect on comfort 
and health. Arrangements should be 
made now for meeting-rooms to have 
an adequate system of ventilation. The 
severe influenza epidemic of last winter 
probably had a close connection with 
badly-ventilated rooms.” 
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THE REGISTER, FRANCHISE and MACHINERY 


FOR 


THE GENERAL ELECTION 


As uncertain as to how and when 
this war will end is the date of the 
next General Election. As in the last 
war it may not be for years; it is on 
the cards, say pessimists, that it may 
be never. 


However, if we had to hazard a 
prophecy it would be that there will 
be a next General Election, and it may 
come before the close of the war, cer- 
tainly at its conclusion. What the 
precise date may be depends upon 
issues beyond anybody’s control. The 
war may be over this summer, as 
Hitler desires, or it may reach a stage 
of stalemate or non-decision which may 
last many moons. Crises and critical 
campaigns do not last, and there may 
come a finish or a state of comparative 
quietude. 


Whatever the future has in store, we 
incline to the view that a General Elec- 
tion next winter is more than a possi- 
bility. If it holds off for a couple of 
years there will still be not too much 
time for the great measures of reform 
and redistribution which by that time 
will become absolutely necessary. 


The 20 Years’ Peace Disclosed Evils 


In the twenty years’ peace the last 
Reform Act was tested and found 
wanting in many respects. Problems 
and inequalities piled up and_ these 
have been aggravated to an acute 
degree by vast changes of population 
in the last eighteen months and by 
other factors due to the war. 


Before an election can take place 
some of these matters must be grappled 
with, and to those who say there is 
no time during a war, we would reply 
that during the last war Parliament 
found time for the greatest measure of 
electoral reform ever put upon the 
Statute Book and a far-reaching scheme 
of redistribution. Indeed, we venture 
to suggest that democracy in war-time 
must take steps to preserve its body as 
well as its soul, and that it is vital 
to this end that steps should be taken 
now. 


At the Annual Conference of the 
National Union of Labour Organiser: 
and Election Agents held on the rath 
May the following resolution was car 
ried unanimously :— 


“This conference views with ‘con 
cern the suspension of the Electora 
Register, and in view of the necessit 
for making provision for the exercis 
of the franchise even during the war 
calls for an exploration by the Part 
of the possibility of restoring a1 
effective and up-to-date Register 0 
Electors.” 


The Register and Redistribution 


It will be noted that this resolutio1 
does not incluce the question 0 
redistribution, for the reason that th 
expert electioneers of the Party ar 
concerned at the moment principall 
with the possibility of an election at | 
more or less early date, and with step 
to make such an election a real oppo! 
tunity for the people to vote upon th 
issues involved. Redistribution is non 
the less desired, but first things firs 


As to redistribution, this pape 
which in the past has soft-pedalled an 
demand for a redistribution of seat 
until the Party had made up its min 
on other electoral reforms, cannot, i 
view of the events of the last eightee 
months, refuse to join in a demand fc 
an examination of this question als 


Events have made redistribution 
necessity, but we do not even yet cor 
sider that redistribution is a_ vit 
preliminary to an emergency Gener: 
Election, and the latter is what is cor 
templated by the resolution above. 


It will probably be some years befo: 
population again settles down ar 
reconstruction after the war will hav 
something to do with the distributic 
of population. Redistribution of sea 
can therefore, in our opinion, await 
less eventful time. Inequality in yo 
values is something we must put t 
with for a period, and it is a lesser ev 
than having no election at all. 8 


7 


- 
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In the opinion of the Labour 
Organiser the demand made by the 
Party agents carries implications far 
beyond what are mentioned in the 
terms of the resolution. One cannot 
approach the task of compiling a 
register for the possibility of a General 
Election without regard to the suffi- 
ciency or justice of the present fran- 
chise and the means for taking a vote. 


Let us assume for a moment that 
the compilation of a new register is 
begun. We shall find that in the case 
of hundreds of thousands of persons 
the question of qualifying residence 
would result in untold complications. 
They might be got over in a way, but 
how much simpler all this would be if 
Universal Adult Suffrage was the rule. 


The 1918 Act, as amended by the 
1926 Act, came so far to Adult Suffrage 
that it is not too much to expect that 
Labour should put up this reform, not 
by way of grasping a Party advantage, 
but as being almost the only basis on 
which a satisfactory register could be 
obtained. 


We can hardly imagine that the 
Labour Party can do other than accede 
to the request of the agents to explore 
this matter; equally we cannot think 
an exploration of the question can take 
place without examining not only the 
Register of Electors but the possibility 
that might exist for these voters to 
vote. 


This journal has supported the elec- 
toral truce throughout because of the 
practical difficulties in the way of 
holding elections. But we are now 
looking to the future, and the same 
difficulties we have pointed to in hold- 
ing elections would exist with any new 
Register of Electors unless accompanied 
by certain quite simple and non-Party 
reforms. 


_ Some ten years ago this journal gave 
considerable attention to the question 
of electoral reform, and after consulta- 
tion and meetings of agents in all parts 
of the country a summary of desirable 
reforms in regard to franchise and the 
machinery of elections was published 
in our issue for May, 1930. 


Some of these matters were con- 
sidered in conference with members of 
the then Labour Government in regard 
to a Bill before Parliament. The mills 
of the gods grind slowly, and eight 
years afterwards these reforms were 
again presented to a sub-committee of 


the new Party on which sat the Rt. 
Hon. Arthur Greenwood, Prof. Harold 
Laski, the Rt. Hon. Herbert Morrison, 
and one or two others, including the 
Editor of this paper. Some of our sug- 
gestions were approved and others 
referred for further examination, some 
being disapproved. 


‘Some Reforms are Urgently Necessary 


The position to-day is that the Party 
has not made up its mind on what 
changes it would desire in the present 
law, and the day may come when a 
Labour Government might, as before, 
rashly attempt a Reform Bill without 
sufficient examination of the subject. 


Be that as it may, the proposals 
mentioned above do contain certain 
suggestions applicable to the present 
situation. If a vote of the people is 
to be taken at any time within the next 
two or three years, the adoption of 
certain of our suggestions is impera- 
tive if the right to vote is to be any 
more than a mockery. 


We will not stay to enumerate several 
minor changes which might be taken 
up and included in a short Bill cover- 
ing the preparation of a register. We 
have indicated that Universal Fran- 
chise ought to be included and con- 
ceded by the other parties to the 
coalition. 


The most vital change necessary to 
enable the vote of the people to be 
taken is the provision whereby any 
person unable to vote at his or her 
“proper” station should be enabled to 
enter any polling booth in the country, 
and, after taking a declarat’on that he 
or she has a vote in so and so constitu- 
ency, be permitted to vote on a special 
ballot paper for any candidate in that 
constituency. 


This provision would enfranchise 
hundreds and thousands of yoters, pos- 
sibly a million or two, who could not 
otherwise vote. The machinery 
required is no less cumbersome than 
that in daily use for the clearance of 
cheques or for the taking of the votes 
of absent voters. A delay in declara- 
tions would be involved, but we have 
the precedent of 1918, when eleven 
days’ delay were provided for. 


Much ill-formed criticism of the elec- 
toral truce has been uttered in recent 
months. The futility of elections 


(Concluded on page 79) 
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SOME REPORTS 
and BALANCE SHEETS 


This month we notice a further ~ 


batch of local party reports and balance 
sheets. We regret that we cannot 
possibly notice all we have received, 
and we trust readers will accept this 
apology. ; 

The majority of reports received are 
necessarily humdrum documents, but 
they nevertheless, to the understand- 
ing, speak volumes of sacrificing effort 
puc in in countless places during the 
year, 

Some reports are ambitious docu- 
ments and all should strive to make 
them so. The duplicating in some 
cases is particularly worthy of com- 
mendation, and in this category we 
would specially mention West Ber- 
mondsey and Thornbury. 

Unfortunately in many cases the 
entries in the statements of accounts 
are not sufficiently explanatory to those 
who do not know the intimate affairs 
of the party concerned. Once again 
we draw attention to the fact that in 
a good many divisional reports is no- 
where to be found the total income 
received from membership in the 
division. 


West Bermondsey 


West Bermondsey’s annual report 
betokens a brave effort to stem the tide 
of disaster which the outbreak of war 
threatened. Membership at the year- 
end stood at 2,460, a net decrease of 
696. Finances showed a healthier state 
of affairs than anticipated and actually 
an increased balance on the year, not- 
withstanding that membership receipts 
which stood at £346 were a drop of 
£75 as compared with 1938. We note 
that the Bermondsey Labour Magazine 
is still issued with a circulation of 
10,000 copies per month. 


Thornbury 


Thornbury is an entirely different 
type of Division, and with the with- 
drawal of financial support at the out- 
break of war the Party has again been 
through a difficult time. A  distin- 


guishing feature of the report, apart 
from its excellent get-up, is the 
detailed account given of the position 
of every unit of the Party. This is 
more satisfactory than the vague 
language which is used in some reports. 


Norwich 


Norwich for many years has had an 
Ai Party. It has a Party membership 
of close on 4,000 and the income 
through the ward associations from 
this source. was 257, actually an 
increase on the previous year. There 
was a credit balance on the year’s 
working of £70. Prior to the war this 
Party published an 8-page paper with 
a free distribution of 25,000 copies. A 
paper is still maintained, though on 
less ambitious lines. 


Mitcham 


Mitcham is another Party which 
shows an increased balance on _ the 
year’s working. This Party had been 
well ahead with election preparations, 
and we note that a key worker, who 
was to take responsibility for the ward, 
had been appointed in all wards but 
one. Election classes were being held 
and a pre-election campaign had been 
arranged. A large number of canvass 
cards have been written up and 108 
Election Fighting Fund Boxes were 
sent out throughout the Division; a 
number of Labour Party Victory: Stamps 
had also been sold. All the way round 
it appears that good work was being 
done, and the Party appears to have 
adapted itsef now to war conditions 
with equal credit. 


Durham 


Durham D.L.P. annual report is a 
document the locals may well be proud 
to present in interested quarters. 
Individual membership has shown a 
steady rise during the last three years 
and now stands at 820. Affiliation 
membership has also risen and now 
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stands at 13,270. Well-printed and 
documented, the report is virtually a 
“Red Book,” for it gives the Labour 
representation on the County Councils, 
City Councils, and three Urban Coun- 
cils in the Division, together with the 
names and addresses of the numerous 
Party officers and public representa- 
tives. The annual meeting is to be 
held on 15th June. 


Morpeth 

Not so many Parties are in the for- 
tunate position of the Morpeth D.L.P., 
who received an affiliation fee of 
£200 os. 2d. from one organisation (the 
Miners). Uninformed persons are apt 
sometimes to forget the substantial aid 
given in some divisions by the Unions 
through the medium of local affilia- 
tions. We could wish that this was 
general. The annual report makes 
tribute to the live work of the 
Women’s Section, and we note that 
having lost one important form of 
activity through the cancellation of 
local elections, the Party has returned 
to other channels (one-day schools, for 
imstance) to interest and keep active 
their members. We note that hand- 
some fees are handed over to the local 
parties, some of whom apparently 
Teceive as their proportion almost as 
much as the total income of certain 
D.L.P.s in other areas. Tribute is paid 
in the report to that grand old pioneer, 
Bob Smillie, who was one time Member 
for Morpeth. 


Hendon 


Hendon is a great constituency of 
another type. .Its membership showed 
but a slight drop over the figures for 
the previous year and now stands at 
3,299—a very fine performance in such 
difficult times. On the financial side 
the Party accounts show a nice surplus 
on the year and £80 was transferred 
to the General Election fund, which 
now stands at £137, plus £46, being the 
value of envelopes wisely purchased 
some time ago. Probably £75 would 
represent the present value of those 
envelopes, and a respectable sum has 
therefore been saved by the fore- 
thought of those responsible. The 
Hendon Citizen and other Labour 
“locals” had to be discontinued owing 
to war conditions, but duplicated bul- 
letins are contemplated. This Party’s 
report pays a kind tribute to the 


Labour Organiser and also to the news 
bulletin published by the Middlesex 
Federation of Labour Parties. 


Hendon Local Labour Party present 
a similarly clear and able report to 
that of the D.L.P. The outstanding 
features of the report are the gross in- 
come of nearly {150 for cards and sub- 
scriptions and a balance profit on the 
year of {13 after paying {16 part cost 
of a duplicator. The report of this 
Party is always interesting. 


Harrow 


The Harrow Local Labour Party, 
which is affiliated both to the Hendon 
D.L.P. and the Harrow D.L.P., presents 
an outstanding report for a Local 
Labour Party. With a total income of 
£602 (including balances), there is a 
surplus on the year of over {40, the 
carry forward being £188. {£66 was 
paid to the Harrow D.L.P. and {52 to 
Hendon D.L.P. as_ divisional dues, 
apart from {51 cost of membership 
cards. Harrow D.L.P. has also bought 
its election envelopes in time. We are 
interested to note that in nine of the 
twelve wards the state of organisation 
is satisfactory, and the other three 
wards are receiving special attention. 
We note that in this Party contact 
with absent members is kept up and 
parcels are sent to those serving with 
the Forces. 


Clapham 


One of the very hard hit Parties on 
the outbreak of war was Clapham 
D.L.P. The cancellation of two func- 
tions alone meant a net loss of {150. It 
is therefore gratifying to see that the 
Party only lost £31 on the year and 
that the membership subscriptions at 
£121 14s. 10d. are the highest ever and 
a {25 advance on the previous year. 
This figure represent an average of 4/- 
per member—an exceptionally high 
rate per head. 


Spennymoor 


Spennymoor is another strong indus- 
trial constituency which embodies in 
its report what is virtually a_ local 
Labour directory. An unusual feature 
in this document is an affiliated mem- 
bers’ enrolment form whereby an 
affiliated member may apply to be en- 
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rolled in his ward as a member of the 
Ward Party. This is distinct from 
individual membership, which is also 
mentioned on the form. 


Brecon and Radnor 


Brecon and Radnor, which gave us 
a fine by-election victory last year, pre- 
sent a report which speaks of astound- 
ing and widespread interest and 
activity in this far-flung constituency. 
The figures, apart from the by-election 
accounts, are not big ones, but they 
include the fees from about 20 local 
centres and a similar number of Trade 
Union branches in an area where Trade 
Union strength is certainly not to be 
expected. One of the best and most 
useful sets of local party bulletins is 
published by this Party. 


Aberavon 


Another Welsh Division doing well is 
Aberavon. One of the bright spots 
here is the League of Youth, though 
mention should be made of the fact 
that in the Port Talbot area member- 
ship doubled itself last year. 


Preston 


Preston T. and L.C. present an ac- 
count which as usual is in substantial 
figures. The number of affiliated mem- 
bers is 11,333, producing a sum of (264, 
which shows a little falling off. Income 
from individual membership resulted 
in a slight increase and produced the 
sum of {148, the increase being largely 
due to more efficient methods of collect- 
ing. This Party, like others, has had 
difficulties in that direction. It is 
interesting to note that a Comforts Fund 
which produced the sum of 58 5s. 6d. 
to the end of the year, has resulted in 
174 parcels being sent out. The report 
altogether is a good one and is pre- 
sented along with a lot_of details con- 
cerning the personnel of the Movement 
—lists of societies, etc., which makes 
the document worthy of a borough of 
its size. 


Rugby 
Rugby, which is a long straggling 
Division with a strong industrial core 
at the Northern end, is no easy division 
to organise, but its reports are always 
presented in excellent form and _ the 


accounts are audited by a C.W.S, 
Auditor. Last year was, of course, a 
difficult one, but, nevertheless, the total 
income was over £400, and if we ven- 
ture a criticism it is that the powerful 
Trade Union Movement in this area is 
not pulling its weight financially. 
Propaganda here is always continuous, 
and last year saw the launching of the 
“Rugby Citizen.” We note with inter- 
est that despite the war a profit of £68 
138. 2d. was realised from a bazaar held 
in the later months of the year. 


Faversham 


Faversham D.L.P., though reporting 
a drop in membership, had on the 
whole a_ successful year. Seventy 
open-air meetings, and good literature 
distribution would alone tell the tale, 
but the high light is local finance, for 
one local Party has a balance of £423, 
and a village party with only 36 mem- 
bers has a balance this year of {19. 
The Party has adopted a quota system 
for raising a General Election Fund 
(estimated at £500) whereby each local 
Party raises a certain amount accord- 
ing to membership, and we are told 
that the money is in “the bag.” The 
Secretary is willing to forward their 
scheme, which has been in action for 
two years, to any interested enquirer. 
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THE BOURNEMOUTH 
CONFERENCE 


_ Picture an English “city beautiful” 
in May. 


Bournemouth is indeed a beautiful 
town adorned, as the guide books tell 
one, by its pine trees. But that does 
not do justice. Set on the fringe of a 
grand and wooded interior and over- 
looking a bay from which the waters 
mever seem to recede, there is an 
absence of the garishness of many sea- 
side places, and a restfulness, plus 
natural and cultivated beauty, that 
compels the compliment we have paid 
in our first paragraph. 


There is, of course, a workers’ ward 
where Labour owns all the seats — 
unbeautiful as workers’ wards always 
are. Our heart goes out to those who 
strive in such places to uphold the 
flag of Socialism. They have an 
uphill task. We hope two conferences 
in four years will help to lighten it. 


Strange that towns like Bournemouth 
can return a Tory M.P. with a terrific 


majority. Bournemouth is Socialist 
and does not know it. Its grand 
pavilion with entertainment halls, 


cafés and the like; its famous baths, 
its front, its gardens, its bathing huts, 
its wonderful schools and a dozen other 
enterprises, are municipally owned. 
That Municipal Socialism pays _ is 
shown by the fact that Bournemouth’s 
rates are only about 12/- in the £1. 


In the stately and spacious hotels 
and boarding houses, where, to the 
usual trials, is now added the anxieties 
of absent guests and cancelled book- 
ings, there are more often than not 
anxious and tried minds which spurn 
the solution that Socialism _ gives. 
Beauty is not sufficient without brains; 
it is up to Bournemouth to reason this 


out again. 
* * * 


Conference really begins on the pre- 
ceding Saturday. On this day eager 
souls attend Standing Orders—a sort 
of winnowing machine which separates 
the chaff from the wheat to the chagrin 


of the wilful and the delight of most 
conference delegates. What is left 
after Standing Orders has dealt with 
resolutions on the agenda is usually a 
sensible mess of pottage that confer- 
ence can digest. 


On this day many Unions meet to 
decide their vote on matters coming 
before conference. Delegates not so 
employed, and all the rest when they 
emerge from their cells, take the front. 
And there you meet. 


The conference town on the Saturday 
and Sunday preceding the conference 
is a great gathering of the clans. In 
the hotels and boarding houses one 
unexpectedly lights upon comrades 
from far afield and we exchange notes 
with them. On the front and in the 
pleasant walks we meet old friends and 
make new ones, salute the great, and 
generally shake hands with half the 
Labour world. | Wherever one moves 
one spots delegates, and delegates are 
easily distinguishable somehow from 
the common herd of holiday-makers. 
How, we don’t pretend to say, for, after 
all, we are not ourselves peculiar people. 
But the eccentrics of our Party are 
there all right. We and others spot 
them. 

* * * 


Conference met on Monday morning 
with a grave air of responsibility. 


Before breakfast had been cleared 
away in many of the boarding houses 
Attlee was on his feet. It was a 
momentous time, and conference knew 
it: even the minority who disagree. 
The debate carried on, and the world 
which was waiting knows the result. 


All day long in the lobbies, and 
wherever delegates met, the fearful 
decision that was taken was still the 
subject of discussion. Despite the vote, 
Labour had not too readily made up 
its mind, and delegates wanted to know 
what the other fellow thought and 
what might be the repercussions in 
the constituencies. Subsequent votes 
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showed that the delegates had not 
altered their minds on second thoughts. 


The great feature of the second day 
was the speech by Harold Laski on 
the Home Front. It was a comforting 
thought that Labour, which has found 
something lacking in leadership since 
1931, is beginning to get a team 
together again. 


Most delegates felt that when the 
captains and the kings depart, the 
Home Front will be with us yet. One 
theme united all sections—‘‘Lest we 
forget!” 


At the afternoon private session 
conference passed, after explanations, 
the increased affiliation fee by an over- 
whelming majority. Superannuation 
for Party agents was moved a distinct 
step forward. 

* * * 


The high light of the concluding 


session on Wednesday was Leon Blum. 
The papers have told you about that. 


The conference concluded as usual 
with Auld Lang Syne. But in the 
hearts of many there were misgivings 
as to how many auld acquaintances 
would have given of their all by the 
next conference, when it meets. In the 
minds of all conference, however, was, 
we think, a set determination to keep 
the Party alive in all its units, because 
—one never knows! Labour will not 
take too much for granted. 


Three days’ conference was (as we 
hinted in our February number) found 
sufficient for the times and the needs. 
We hope that there will come a rever- 
sion to the practice when conference 
met on the Tuesday—its “Standing 
Orders” being on the Sunday afternoon 
and Monday, thus avoiding breaking 
into two weeks of the time of rank- 
and-file delegates. 


THE TRUCE IS 
NOT ENOUGH 


By J. W. KNEESHAW 


_ [This article reached us too late for 
insertion in the last issue. 
of the Electoral Truce has entered on a 
new phase, but with this contribution we 
must close the correspondence.| 


I regret that an unkind fate pre- 
vented me from replying to your 
“Rejoinder” in time for the April issue, 
but may I still ask your indulgence? 


It was more than generous of you 
to publish my “Truce Problems,” 
despite the imperfections which caused 
you to be “lett guessing.” 


Let’s clarify, for it is very important. 
We are standing 


“Between two worlds, one dead, 
One powerless to be born.” 


Our job is to bring the new world 
to birth, and we may make the next 
election the occasion. 


The subject, 


It is not possible, by fixing a truce, 
to bid a great human organism to 
hibernate for a period and switch it 
back to life, in full battle array, when 
the required moment arrives. There 
is a stern natural law that if a func- 
tion, such as is our electoral function, 
be allowed to fall into disuse, the power 
to function forthwith decays. 

Our next big electoral job is the 
khaki election which will follow the 
war. It will be timed to suit our 
opponents. For its conduct they will 
gather all the glory accruing from the 
war to themselves. They will stage 
Chamberlain or his successor as “The 
Man Who Beat Hitler,” and ask the 
nation to give him a vote of thanks. 
What will be the effect of the truce 
on our Party’s fighting fitness when 
that test comes? Our fighting front 
consists of about half a million indivi- 
dual members, and you can’t hold them 
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in a condition of fighting fitness by a 
truce | 


If we are to bring the new world to 
birth, the truce is not enough. Nor is 
it enough to regard the next election 
as a far-off routine event, for which 
routine preparations will be made’ in 
the routine way at the routine time. 
We ought to be fighting that election 
now. ‘That election ought now to be 
treated as one of the great tidal events 
in the affairs of mankind. Above the 
clangour of “murder’s vast machinery” 
should be sounded, vibrant and chal- 
lenging, not the note of accommodation 
which a truce implies, but the strident, 
fierce, insistent denunciation of the 
dead and putrefying world, than which 
our opponents know none other, and 
the dynamic acclamation of the new 
world it is our intention to bring to 
birth. 


The creation of a massive Socialist 
opinion must precede victory at the 
polls and the Peace Conference, and 
in this task the agitational function, 
from which the Party sprang, but 
which in recent years has been sub- 


dued, would find new life—and bring 
new life—to the Party and the world. 
Our electoral functions being  sus- 
pended, it is in this greatest agitational 
enterprise of all time that the Party 
should find its place and purpose, and 
thus effectively prepare the way for 
the birth of the new world. 
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Shove-ha-penny 


As Played by Three Party 
Officers 


J.O°G., one’ of “our DAL.P. secretaries, 
is angry: with our leaders, our Party’s 
actions, with himself, and, strange as 
it may seem, above and beyond all, 
with his Chairman. Said Chairman is 
himself a critic, but is out for a scrap. 
A minor Mussolini, he threatens to 
muscle in on the Secretary. There is 
a third person holding other views, a 
Party yes-man, we are told, but cer- 
tainly not a nice man to know, as he 
has publicly (too publicly, for it was 
in a public bar) held J.O’C. and his 
Chairman up to ridicule. Moreover, 
having a surplus of B.s and F.s handy, 
he bestowed them on his friends, and 
conjointly they must wear those lettered 
labels, or vindicate themselves. 


Here then are the elements of an 
excellent dust-up, which at first sight 
might be settled a la mode of that 
famous triangular duel of Dumas (was 
it in The Three Musketeers?) 


But J.O’C. is in the fashion. He 
wants blood; indeed he has had some, 
and he writes to us as if we could 
deliver his adversary’s head or both 
heads upon a charger. 


After all, the rumpus is absurd, and 
principally over that extra halfpenny. 
J.O’C. swears that the N.E,C. had no 
right to raise the fees. The (thairman 
says they have the right, but nur the 
reason; while the third party (the 
publican and sinner, whom we will 
henceforth call Drinks) justifies the 
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increase by declaring it will only 
deprive him of one half-pint in ten 
years. He wants to know what the pot 
and pother is about—-and loosens those 
capital letters about, the heads of the 
other two by way of benediction. 


But great oaks from little acorns 
spring. Would that we could quench 
the fires of this trio’s anger by an 
Editor’s opinion or a few friendly 
words of advice. 


Not so; the Chairman threatened to 
resign. J.O’C. was for “chucking it 
in,” and our thirsty friend was all for 
joining the Fifth Column, as a vindica- 
tion of his faith in fivepence (the new 
affiliation fee). 


J.O'C. is evidently ~-a.__bhoy fe 
trouble. He says he lies awake at 
night thinking of things. But he also 
lies another way, and has informed 
the Chairman that Drinks isn’t a Party 
member at all, and he threatened to 
punch the Chairman’s head if Drinks 
was admitted to meetings or allowed to 
speak. 


The Chairman, up to the minute as 
usual, and not content with having 
his quarrel just, hit out. He got his 
blow in “fust”! The bulge in J.O’C’s 
face now rivals the one on the Western 
Front. 


Sad as the story is (it is J.O’C’s, not 
ours), there is worse to come. J.O'C. 
may be a bhoy; but Drinks, in drink, 
considers he is worth two bhoys. Any- 
way he chanced it. 


His was the first casualty. By com- 
parison, J.O’C’s face was only a recon- 
naisance. But J.O’C. wasn’t. satisfied. 
His eyes could still see and his fists 
were still left to him; they were handy. 
Casualty number two—two unholy 
thrusts from the Secretary, and two 
blackouts where before there had been 
light. The Chairman will not “see” 
Drinks in any meeting for some time; 
provided always that Drinks does 
recover and resigns the Fifth Column. 


So J.O’C. holds the field. Though 
damaged goods he is still the Secretary 
and hasn’t yet “chucked in.” Indeed 


he appears to have qualified a 
“chucker out.” 


There is pathos in J.0’C’s letter to us 
“What shall I do now?” he asks 
seemingly looking for other worlds t 
conquer. He stamps his letter with ¢ 
14d. stamp (involving the cost to 
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of four years increased fee as a sur- 
charge), and he begs us to advise him 
whether he should chuck the secretary- 
ship, leave the Party, apologise to his 
friends, or just efface himself—a little 
duty which falls to him in any case, 
we think, if his features are as we 
imagine them to be. 


What should we advise? In the 
piping times of peace we might have 
advised (a) a visit to the infirmary; (b) 
a beefsteak, or, better still, two beef- 
steaks; and (c) the exit or exuent 
(whichever is quicker) of our friend; 
and a safe voyage to pastures new. 


In these stirring times we can think 
of no better advice. We only wonder 
which of the three is the Pacifist. 


The Kicker 


“I hate to be a kicker, I always long 
for peace, 

But the wheel that does the squeaking 
is the one that gets the grease. 

It’s nice to be a peaceful soul, and not 
too hard to please, 

But the dog that’s always scratching is 
the one that has the fleas. 


“The art of soft soap spreading is a 
thing that palls and stales, 

But the guy who wields the hammer is 
the guy who drives the nails. 

Let us not put any notions that are 
harmful in your head, 

But the baby that keeps yelling is the 
baby that gets fed.” 


New York Times. 


The General Election 
(Concluded from page 71) 


under the present law, and on our stale 
and unsatisfactory registers, ought now 
to be apparent to all, but equally 
apparent must be the need for taking 
steps to ensure that the democratic 
basis of Parliament should be preserved. 


We need hardly add that the matters 
we have written about are being taken 
up with the Labour Party, and there 
is some reason to believe that the prac- 
ticability of the proposals will com- 
mend themselves to responsible quar- 
ters, and, we hope, to the Cabinet itself. 
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Don’t be a sucker 


Understand the world situation 
by studying and reading the 


New Plebs Atlas 


By J. F. Horrabin 
1/6, or post free 1/9 
and 


An Outline of 


Man/’s History 
By Patrick Gordon Walker. 


Cloth 5/-, post free 5/4. Boards 
2/6, post free 2/10. 


Understand human behaviour by 
reading the 


New Plebs Outline 
of Psychology 


Illustrated by . F. Horrabin and 
revised by Eden and Cedar Paul 
and E. Conze. 
2/6 or post free 2/9. 


Understand Marxian Economics 
by reading 


Economic Doctrines 
of Karl Marx 


by Karl Kautsky, 2/6, post free 2/9 
(Special cheap N.C.L.C. edition). 


Understand the case for Inde- 
pendent Working Class Education 
by reading :— 

‘“‘What’s Wrong with the 
Schools ?’’ by T. Ashcroft (3d., 
post free 4d.) and ‘“The Trained 
Mind—Trained for What ?’’ by 
J. P.M. Millar (2d. post free 3d.) 


The above and the remainder of the 
Plebs Publications may be ordered from 
any bookseller and are in stock at every 
well-run Socialist bookshop. If you find 
a socialist bookshop which does not have 
all Plebs booksin stock, send usa postcard. 
Don’t forget to obtain your copy 
of Plebs, Labour’s oldest and 
liveliest monthly, and one with a 
sense of humour, 3d., post free, 


4d., or 48. per year. 
N.C.L.C. PUBLISHING 
SOCIETY, LTD. 
(Publishers for the National Council of 
Labour Colleges), 
«15 SourH Hit Park Garpens, 
LONDON, N.W.3. 
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A Harvest Festival ? 
PLAN NOW 


A previous issue contained a brief 
“Nutshell” announcing that the Bos- 
worth Divisional Labour Party had 
decided upon the somewhat unusual 
expedient in Labour circles of a 
Harvest Festival. 

We have been interested in the 
organisation and success of this affair, 
and in response to our request for 
information, Mr. A. E. Bennett, the 
Labour agent in the Division, kindly 
favours us with the following notes 
‘upon the matter, which our readers 
will doubtless find helpful and informa- 
tive. Mr. Bennett adds that ‘Harvest 
Festivals are a jolly good line and I 
can heartily recommend them.” We 
endorse these sentiments. 

‘My E.C. had decided upon a 
Horticultural Exhibition as a means of 
raising funds for the Party, but when 
we met to work out details it was 
found that in view of the economic 
depression, which has affected this 


£250,000 


Was the magnificent sum raised 
during the past year by enter- 
prising secretaries who took 
advantage of our popular 
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@ 
A Secretary writes : 


“We have made a profit of just 
under £89 5 0 in only four months 
working of one of your schemes.”’ 


Enterprising Secretaries! 


Write for samples and prices 
of our popular Fund Raising 
Scheme to: 


Cambridge Press 
Whalley Road 
Clayton-le-Moors - Lancs. 


(Members T.A.) (45 hours) 


Division very heavily, it would not be 
possible to make any profit owing to 
the heavy expenses of prizes, etc. 
Being loth to leave horticultural pro- 
duce altogether alone, we decided that 
a Harvest Festival should take its 
place. 

“This was to take the form of a 
horticultural display and a tea, 
followed by a social gathering with 
speaker and entertainers, after which 
the produce was to be sold by auction. 

“I called a meeting of local Secre- 
taries and explained the proposal and 
secured their co-operation in deliver- 
ing a circular appealing for gifts to all 
their members. We arranged also for 
the collection of the gifts the day 
before the Festival. 

“I wrote the local Co-operative 
Society, pointing out to them that this 
was a glorious opportunity for them to 
advertise their Radio Department by 
installing a radio-gram to provide 
music during tea and in the intervals, 
and also to advertise their Model 
Bakery by presenting some specially 
designed bread to be exhibited in the 
midst of the gifts. They agreed to 
both proposals, which, of course, turned 
out to our mutual advantage. 

“We secured the services of two of 
our local comrades who are regular 
exhibitors at the local shows, to stage 
the gifts to the best advantage, and 
when that Festival opened no chapel 
or church in this Division has ever 
had such a wonderful display. 

“There were three sittings for the 
tea, which was attended by over 400 
friends, and for the Festival Meeting 
and sale of produce the hall was 
packed. 

“The total profit was £13 15s. 3d. 
but the social value of the event was 
worth much more to the Movement 
Everyone present was gratified anc 
happy, for there, on show, were thei 
own cabbage, carrots, etc., and evi 
dence of their contribution towards the 
advancement of the Movement. It i: 
said that there is joy in giving, and 1 
can assure your readers that a grea 
deal of joy was derived from ou 
festival and that there is a lot more 
to come, for we have decided that ar 
Annual Harvest Festival be definitely 
fixed in our programme. 

“MT connection with next year’ 
Festival we intend to have a competi 
tion between the Local Labour Partie 
and the Trade Union Branches for th 
best collection of gifts collected ant 


staged by the respective organisa 
tions.” 


